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—Photo by J. H. Allen 
Blossom time in the Nelson district. 
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The British Columbia Telephone Company announces several recent changes among 
its Head Office executives. Gordon Farrell continues as president of the company 
and James Hamilton as vice-president in charge of operations. Cyril B. Diplock moves 
up from assistant general manager to general manager, reporting to Mr. Hamilton who 
relinquishes the post of general manager. John E. Carlile continues as comptroller and 
is also the new secretary of the company. Harry M. Boyce carries on as treasurer. 
Gilbert A. Kennedy is the new auditor and assistant secretary. 
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“If anything unusual happens during these critical days, don’t telephone about it unless it is 
absolutely necessary.” 


This appeal has been made to B. C. telephone users through press and radio. For the problem of too 
many telephone calls is now a major one. 


A trial blackout, an earthquake shock, a flare dropped from an aeroplane, power failures, an aeroplane 
crash—these are among the events which have recently brought floods of telephone calls and given 
us significant warning of how the public can quickly overload the system and thereby interfere with 
vital calls by the authorities. 


Think of the telephone switchboard—or dial unit—as a ‘‘gateway” for telephone calls. Obviously, 
as in the case of any gateway, there are limits to the number that can go through at the same time. 
Pictured above is Miss Jane Harrison, of the Highland office, Vancouver, keeping the word traffic 
moving through one of the “gateways.” 


Quite apart from the phenomenal surges that have at times nearly paralyzed the service, our current 
total of day-in-and-day-out telephone calls is record-breaking. Last year’s total of calls handled 
through our system was approximately 284,300,000, a new peak. The 1940 total, the previous high 
mark, was less than 264,000,000. 


The average number of telephone calls per day in 1941 in the Greater Vancouver and New West- 
minster exchange areas exceeded 620,000, highest daily mark of all time. 





Wanted—telephone operators! With our company having more telephones than ever before, as well 
as more telephone calls to handle, young ladies who will make good telephone operators are now in 
great demand in Vancouver—this despite the fact that our system is part dial. 


Resignations due to marriage continue to be the main reason for loss in staff, and the great improve- 
ment in the general employment situation due to war work has cut down the normal sources of 
replacement. Besides, telephone operating is a specialized work demanding certain qualifications 
that many cannot fill. 


Pictured above is a recent student operator, Miss Olive Carlson, now of the Highland staff. In 
ensuing pages “Telephone Talk” takes you on a trip with Miss Carlson through the company’s Van- 
couver operating school in the Fairmont telephone office. 





—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


Prospective operators fill out application forms and are given appointments for interviews by Miss 
Aileen Swarbrick, school stenographer, in the centre of the above group. Around the table, left to 
right, are: Miss Olive Carlson, Miss Noreen Umphrey, Miss Swarbrick, Miss Sally Waite, and Miss 
Joan Heggie. 
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—Photos by Dominion Photo Co. 


During a friendly interview, Miss Cassie MacLean, employment chief, learns whether the applicant is 
suitable. In the course of the interview, Miss MacLean tests the voice of the applicant. Lack of voice 
suitability is the principal cause of failure. 


In addition to having a voice of good quality, the applicant must have good eyesight. Color blindness 
is a stumbling block to many. Good health is essential. There is a height requirement of at least five 
feet two inches, without shoes. Minimum age is 17 years, and education must include at least one 
year of high school. 


Miss MacLean is interviewing Miss Olive Carlson in the picture at the left, while at the right she is 
about to check her height and test her vision. 





—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


And so to school! With successive classes of 24 students each, the school is now in continuous 
cperation. Training period lasts a month—two weeks in the school, followed by two weeks in an 
actual operating room under the supervision of teachers. Then they’re added to the staff as operators. 


Pictured above is the class of which Miss Carlson was a member, assembled in the lecture room 
where theory of telephone work is taught. The teacher is Miss Gwen Holmes. 


Committing operators’ terms and phrases to memory is a big student problem. One girl described 
picking up an “idle front cord” as picking up an “empty front cord.” Instead of saying ‘‘ring on line,” 
another said ‘“‘pull the switch.” But they learn amazingly fast. 


eee 
a | 
: 


| 
4 
: 
} 
: 


ses 
- 
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Voice training and familiarity with numbers on the switchboard come in this “voice and multiple 
room,’ where students take turns at a telephone from which they call numbers to another student 
at a dummy switchboard. The girl at the board is Miss Carlson. Standing is the teacher, Miss 
Margaret McGee. 








—Photo by Dominion Photo Co. 


Practical operating room experience comes in the “practice room” where students sit at a real 


switchboard and answer calls from “subscribers.” 


The subs. are actually two monitors, members of 


the school staff, who sit in an enclosure in the back of the room, with telephone connection to the 
switchboard. Their job is to bombard the student operators with numbers, queries and complaints. 


Students have responded with some classic ‘‘boners.”” 


Reporting a permanent signal, one student said: “I have a dead one here, but | don’t know what to 


do with it.” 


One gave a poetic touch to her description of a “flash.” “The light blinked,” she said. 
Another, asked the rate to Australia, said: “Ten cents for the first five minutes.” 


When asked “Will you get me the police station right away?” an operator should say “thank you” 
and make the connection. But one student couldn’t resist saying: “Is it to report a holdup?” 


The practice room switchboard is shown above, with the teacher, Miss Carole McCurdy, at the right. 





Miss Anne Thompson (left) and Miss Dorothy 
Bunyan, of the teaching staff. These ladies 
enact the roles of subscribers, chief operators 
and whatnot for the students at the practice 
switchboard. 


—Photos by Dominion Photo Co. 


Success! Miss Carlson has completed her 
course and is now an operator on the Highland 
staff. A job and security—for new operators 
are being given assurance of permanent em- 
ployment. 
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Telephone growth in the Bayview area, Vancouver, taxing the Bayview switchboard to Capacity, 
makes it necessary for about 900 telephones, now served by Bayview, to be transferred to Alma. The 
change will take place at midnight, July 4, when the new Vancouver telephone directory comes into use. 
To provide for the transfer a new 1200-pair cable has been installed in the Alma area. The photo 
above shows Vedder Miller splicing this cable in the Alma office. He is joining it to six 200-pair cables, 
so the wires can be fanned out to connect with the central office equipment. 
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—Photos by Duncan Macphail 


A third dial unit, “Beacon”, to take care of growth in Victoria, was added last year. Beacon con- 
nectors are shown at the left, with Don MacLeod (on the ladder) and Jack Kinsman. The new line 


finders are shown at the right, with Frank McGee and Percy Nevard. 


—Photos by Dominion Photo Co. 


Last Vancouver central office to be converted to dial until after the war was Fraser. The photos 
above show additions being made to the Fraser equipment. At the left are Harry Purdy, Earl Plummer, 
Dick Bell and Jack Sims. At the right are Earl Plummer, Alec Moore and Foreman Earl Clements. 








—Photo by J. H. Allen —Photo by J. H. Allen 


Outside construction in the Kootenays. Fore- Stringing a 200-pair aerial cable for local ser- 
man G. R. (Dick) Drew’s construction gang vice at the corner of Stanley and Silica streets, 
rebuilding a pole line on the Granite road, Nel- Nelson. Left to right are George Cassells, Allen 
son. Doyman and Foreman G. R. (Dick) Drew. 





—Photo by J. H. Allen —Photo by Duncan Macphail 
R. B. Smith (right), Nelson cable splicer, and Weaving new paths of speech for Victoria is 
helper, W. Woodall, on a cable job at Grohman George Johnson, splicer, pictured here on his 


Narrows, west arm of Kootenay Lake. aerial platform. 
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The Pacific Coast end of the trans-Canada telephone line was shortened by seven and one-half 
miles last year when it was re-routed into Vancouver. The line formerly came in via New Westminster, 
Central Park and Kingsway; now it comes in via Coquitlam and Port Moody and over Burnaby Mountain. 
Upon completion of the new section of pole line a new type “C”’ carrier system was put into service, 
and by a resulting redistribution of circuits we have one new Vancouver-Calgary circuit, one new 
Vancouver-Winnipeg circuit and one new Nelson-Calgary circuit, put into service just before 
Christmas. 


The upper left photo shows the new section of line on Curtis Street, ascending Burnaby Mountain. 
Upper right shows Foreman Andy Peterson’s gang working between the Dewdney Trunk Road and 
the Pitt River Bridge. Lower left is a view of Foreman Jim McDevitt’s gang near Port Moody, with 
Supervising Foreman Al Miller at the extreme left. Lower right shows the new line on Burnaby 
Mountain. The latter photo is by E. P. LaBelle, general superintendent of plant. 
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On July 4, the Highland telephone office, Van- 
couver, will be renamed Hastings, a change 
necessary to reduce the large number of errors 
being made in the calling of Highland numbers 
from dial telephones. Above is a Highland oper- 
ator, Miss Grace Goddard, busy at the Highland 
switchboard. 
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H.M.S. Zealous, flagship of Vice-Admiral Hastings, when he came out to command the North 


Pacific station in 1867. 
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—Courtesy City Archives, Vancouver 


Selection of the name Hastings to succeed 
Highland is of historical significance. Above is 
a picture of Vice-Admiral the Hon. George Fow- 
ler Hastings, C.B., for whom the townsite of 
Hastings (where much of Vancouver had its 
beginning) was named. This picture was pre- 
sented to the City Archives by Mrs. Edythe 
Hastings, widow of the admiral’s eldest son. 





—Courtesy City Archives, Vancouver 


The largest telephone crowds ever assembled in B. C. attended successive meetings in the Burrard 
Hall and the Lyric Theatre, Vancouver, February 22 and March 2, to hear ARP lectures by members 
of the Vancouver Fire Department. Over 1,000 attended each meeting. 
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for their support and stressed the importance of our 


thanked employees 


times of emergency. 


’ 


The meetings were arranged by the company’s ARP Co-ordination Committee. 


, vice-president 


Hamilton 
business in 
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—Photo by Jack Cash 


Here’s an array of telephone girls snapped at the Lyric Theatre ARP meeting by a Vancouver Sun 
photographer. Left to right, they are: Miss Edith Felch, Miss Ann Harrison and Miss Dorothy Godfrey, 
Fairmont operators; Miss Lorraine LaBelle, of Kerrisdale maintenance; Miss Marget Pauss, Glenburn 
operator; Miss Ina Quinnell and Miss Isobel McCurrach, Fairmont operators; Miss Winifred Fox, 
Highland operator; Miss Georgina Ross and Miss Alberta Muir, D. S. “A” operators; and Miss Rosaleen 
Martin, of Bayview maintenance. 





—Photos by John R. Lindsay 


“Standing room only” in Burrard Hall. Standing at the left are: Joe Garvie, building foreman, and 
Miss Ruth Grant and Miss Rita Gulliford, Fairmont operators. Seated are Miss Edna Williams and 
Miss Mary Jane Leckie, of revenue accounting. Right is Miss Adele Holmes, Long Distance operator, 
who tends to her knitting when unable to enter the packed hall. Pictures are from the News-Herald. 
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N er Per Cent of Staft 
Now “Saving for Victory” 


INETY-EIGHT per cent of all 
[ employees of the British Colum- 
bia Telephone Company’s system 
had subscribed for Victory Bonds or for 
War Savings Certificates as at March 
14, aacording to the report on the last 
Victory Loan campaign by C. W. Hal- 
ford, chairman of the Telephone Em- 
ployees’ War Savings Committee. 
During the campaign 214 employees 
subseribed for Victory Bonds for cash 
to the amount of $44,000; 493 employ- 
ees subscribed for Victory Bonds under 
the Payroll Savings Plan to the amount 
of $82,000; 1,421 increased 
pledges were received for War Savings 
Certificates, amounting on a monthly 
basis to $5,250. 
The present monthly amount now 
being saved by employees for War Sav- 


new or 


Fellow Employees: 


At the beginning of the Victory Loan 


ings Certificates alone under the Pay- 
roll S Savings Plan totals $14,350, or, on 
an annual "hans, $172,200. 

The following groups subscribed over 
100 per cent of their quotas: 

Abbotsford, Agassiz, Albion, Chase, 
Chemainus, Chilliwack Commercial, 
Cobble Hill, Colquitz, Duncan, Fernie, 
Ganges, General Traffic (including 
Cafeteria), Glenburn, Golden, Grand 
Forks, Greenwood, Head Office Voucher. 
Invermere, Kamloops Plant, KKamloops 
Traffic and Commercial, Kaslo, Kere- 
meos, Ladner, Ladysmith, Merritt, 
Michel, Mission Traffic, Nanaimo Plant, 
New Denver, Nelson Plant, Nelson 
Traffic, New Westminster Commercial, 
Oliver, Parksville, Port Alberni. Port 
Coquitlam, Port Moody, Powell River, 
Princeton, Sooke, Victoria Traffic, Vie- 


War Savings campaign I wrote to you 


pointing out how necessary and urgent it had become for each of us to save and 


to lend our savings to Canada. 


Results show that about 98 per cent of us subscribed for Vic ‘tory Bonds or War 


Savings Certificates 


or increased the amount of War Savings Certificates we 
previously buying to reach 100 per cent of our dollar objective. 


were 
By this we once 


again measured up to our reputation of always rising to every eme rgency. 


Lf am well aware that to many increased saving has meant real self-denial. 


There 


, however, the satisfaction of knowing it is self-denial for a cause worthy of the 
ey each of us can do—it is self-denial for our existence as a free people. 


May I take this opportunity to thank you and to congratulate you. 


Vice-President. 
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Members and quests of the B.C. Chapter, Telephone Pioneers of America, gathered in 


toria Revenue Accounting and Commer- 
cial, and West Vancouver. 

The groups that subscribed between 
9) and 100 per cent of their quotas 
were: 

Cloverdale, Cranbrook Commercial, 
Cumberland, Dial Service, Haney, 
Highland Traffic, Kimberley, Langara, 
Langley, Nelson Commercial, New 
Westminster Traffic, North Vancouver 
Traffic, Plant Accounting, Plant Gar- 
age, Rossland, Steveston, Vancouver 
Maintenance and Vancouver oll. 


The groups that subscribed between 


75 and 89 per cent of their quotas were: 


Alma Traffic, Bayview Traffic (in- 


cluding Information), Campbell River, 


Fairmont Traffic, Kerrisdale ‘Traffic, 
Kootenay Plant, Plant Clerical, Plant 
Engineers, Prince George, Sidney, Van- 
couver Revenue Accounting, Vancouver 
Construction and Victoria Plant. 


—_—___~»>-»____ 


Vancouver Telephone Dance 
Tue annual spring dance of the British 
Columbia Telephone Company, Van- 
couver, was held at the Commodore, 
March 20. Profit from the dance, 
amounting to $48.32, was donated to 
Mrs. Winston Churchill’s Fund, it was 
announced by Harold M. Clarke, secre- 
tary. Convener of the affair was Miss 
Jessie Richardson, of the Bayview oper- 
ating staff. 





3,000 Years of Telephone Service 
Over 100 persons, whose combined car- 
eers in the telephone business totalled 
more than 3,000 years, attended the 
second annual banquet of the B. C. 
Chapter No. 53, Telephone Pioneers of 
America, in Hotel Vancouver, Saturday, 
February 7. 

George McCartney, retired superin- 
tendent of construction for the British 
Columbia Telephone Company, had the 
longest service record of anyone pres- 
ent. He began his telephone career in 
1889. 

The retiring president of the chapter, 
Stirling Ross, equipment engineer, pre- 
sided at the meeting, and Miss Bessie 
Jackson, retiring secretary-treasurer, 
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Suite of the Hotel Vancouver for the organization’s annual banquet, Photo by Sunday Photos. 


reported on last year’s progress. James 
Hamilton, the company’s vice-president, 
conveyed the firm’s ereeting’s to the as- 
sembly. The guest speaker was C. O. 
Meyers, president of the Seattle chap- 
ter. He was thanked by E. F. Helliwell, 
general commercial superintendent. 
Fred Buckle. of Vancouver, 
elected president in succession to Mr. 
Ross. Miss E. R. Walker, Victoria, was 


named vice-president, and John Hemer, 


Wis 


Vancouver, was elected secretary-treas- 
urer. Comprising the new executive are: 
Stirling Ross, J. D. Johnston, Miss 
H. L. Montgomery and W. R. Jones. 

Life membership in the Telephone 
Pioneers of America has been awarded 
to the following retired employees: Miss 
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G. M. Heal, Mrs. Jean Peard, Miss 
KE. H. ‘Teague, William Anthony, N. J. 
Dunlop, Joseph Gagnon, Peter Grant, 
John Johnston, George McCartney, 
Peter McNeish, Alfred Meloche and 
R. W. Whaley. 


——-~>>->—___—__ 


Operators Remained Till 
Fortress Fell 


Tree to tradition, Singapore’s  tele- 
phone operators were among those who 
remained at their posts until the moment 
of surrender, the Colonial Office an- 
nounced. ‘Telephone girls are still at 
their posts,” said the final telegram 
from the governor. 





Fs Zs 
manager, Woodward Stores Ltd., Vancouver, 
who was appointed a director of the British 
Columbia Telephone Company at the recent 
annual meeting of the company. Photo by 
Woodward’s Photograph Studio, 


Woodward, vice-president and general 








Second Largest Credit Union in 
B. C. Is Van-Tel Group 
Tue Van-Tel Credit Union, operated by 
employees of the British Columbia Tele- 
phone Company, is now the second larg- 
est group of its kind in the province, 
according to word received from the pro- 
vincial inspector of Credit Unions. 

Reg. H. Milner was re-elected presi- 
dent of the group at the annual meeting, 
held on February 12. Leo T. Morris 
carries on as treasurer-manager, and 
other officers are: Miss Eileen MeClin- 
tock, Miss Mona Bruce, Robert Bell, 
Gordon Little, Ken MacIntosh and Les 
King, directorate members: Miss Dor- 
othy Howard, Earl Clements, Stan 
Hart, Stuart Telford and Percy Turley, 
credit committee; and E. J. LaBelle. 
Brian Bland and Bert Bowley, super- 
visory committee, 

Although the Van-Tel Credit Union 
is only one year old, the membership at 
the end of the year was 284. 

Leo ‘T. Morris, in his report as treas- 
urer, stated that the group had received 
from all sources the sum of $15,565.14. 
Loans to members totalled $13,450.10. 
Assets at December 31 were $8,813.40. 

Much important business was tran- 
sacted at this meeting. The members 
voted themselves a dividend of 41 per 
cent. Another important motion was 
the authority given the directors to 
provide insurance on savings of the 
members. This is now in effeet, and con- 
sequently, on the death of a member, his 
beneficiary receives double the amount 
of the member’s savings. The members 
also voted to increase the number of 
directors from five to seven. 

Sack tape a 


William Munro Dies 


Wititiam Munro, aged 87 years, who 
for many years operated the telephone 
exchange at Nicola for the Dominion 
Government, died recently in Vancou- 
ver. 
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Dutch Soldier Says “Thanks” for 
Socks from Supervisor 


PAIR of socks knitted by Miss 
Margaret Smith, supervisor on 
the D.S. “A” staff, Vancouver, 

and sent to the Y. M. C. A. hostel for 
service men in Halifax, brought a letter 
of thanks from a Dutch soldier. The 
soldier, John Walhout, was in Halifax 
en route from the Old Country to South 
America, when he received the gift. The 
letter follows: 


Paramaribo 25-11-41. 
Dear Miss Smith: 


You will be surprise to get a letter 
from a unknown person, I suppose. 

Well, the reason why I write this let- 
ter to you is because I have to fulfill a 
promise. About the 30 October I was 
in Halifax during a few days. [Pm 
Dutchman and came from England that 
time. Some of our men were billeted in 
the Y. M. C. A. There was a lady called 
Miss Vobin. She gave to each of our 
men a pair of socks and to me too. On 
the socks she gave to me was a ticket 
with your name and I had to promise 
Miss Tobin to write to you when I had 
arrived on my destination, and so I did. 
I had a nice time at Halifax and I think 
they do a lot for the service men in 
Canada. Although I don’t know you, I 
thank you very much for the socks you 
made for me. Of course you did not 
expect the socks would be given away 
toa Dutchman. But I did not tell you 
my name. Well, my name is John Wal- 
hout, and I’m Sergeant in the free 
Dutch Army. When the German in- 
vaded Holland I was so lucky to go out 
there. Afterward I came to England 
and lived there for 16 months. ‘Then 
I had to go oversea somewhere on this 


side of the ocean. On my way there we 
passed Halifax and I told you already 
what happened there. I should like to 
know which lady knitted socks for me. 
Therefore I should like that you write 
a letter back to me and tell me a_ bit 
about yourself and when it is not to 
much for you, to enclose a little snap of 
yourself. I’m realy curious to know 
what the lady looks like who made socks 
for me. If you like to know a bit more 
about me, I tell you, Pm bachelor and 
my age is 82, regular Sergt in the Army. 
So that is about myself. I hope you 
will forgive me the faults I wrote in this 
letter because I did not know anything 
about English before I came to Eng- 
land. I finish this letter with best 
wishes and thanks again and I hope 
you will be so kind to write back to me. 


Cheerio, Dear Miss Smith. 


John. 
My address 1s 
J. Walhout, Selecta School, 
Burenstraat, Paramaribo, Suriname. 


EE 


Victoria Traffic Knitting Club 
Tie members and friends of the Victoria 
Trafic Knitting Club sponsored a home 
cooking sale recently in aid of their 
wool fund. Mesdames Hall and Yea- 
mans were in charge of the stall and the 
splendid sum of $25.85 was realized. 

Knitted articles donated by the club 
to the Overseas League are forwarded to 
Britain, and several letters of appreci- 
ation have already been received from 
grateful recipients in the Old Country. 

It is in order to continue this worth- 
while work that a popular home cooking 
sale is held occasionally. 
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This mammoth log tew in Vancouver Harbor consists of 4,800,000 feet of lumber, of which 
SOUUUU feet is airplane spruce and the rest eedar. The value is approwimately 885.000. The logs 
were towed from the Queen Charlotte Islands. Photo by Leonard Frank. 


Ship-to-Shore Telephone Service 
Saves Valuable Log Tows 


From The British Columbia Lumberman 


SE of commercial ship-to-shore 
U telephone service in emergencies 
has saved nearly $1,000,000. in 
vessels and tows in B. C. coastal waters 
during the past three years, according 
to a recent estimate by an official of a 
Vancouver tugboat company. 

Vessels using the ship-to-shore tele- 
phone service, which is provided by the 
North-west Telephone Company, an 
associate of the British Columbia 'Tele- 
phone Company, now total 150, of 
which 120 are tugs engaged in the tow- 
ing business. By means of radio links 
with Vancouver and Prince Rupert, 
coastal craft at sea can connect with 
any telephone in the land network. At 
Vancouver, connection is made with the 
British Columbia Telephone Company’s 
long-distance system. 


The service has not only been of 


great value during emergencies but has 
been the main reason for a general in- 
crease in tugboat business by increasing 
the capacity of service for each vessel. 


For example, a tugboat operator, who 
from his home or office is able to keep 
in personal touch with a ship at sea, 
‘an save valuable time by giving new 
assignments without waiting for the 
vessel to reach port. 

Although most of them were reluctant 
to estimate a general dollar and cents 
saving, all of a group of Vancouver 
and New Westminster tugboat oper- 
ators interviewed recently paid tribute 
to the value of the ship-to-shore service 
in times of emergency, particularly in 
the saving of log tows. 

Saving of a ship and tow valued at 
$175,000 is reported in a case cited 
by one tugboat operator. A tugboat 
towing two log rafts composed of air- 
plane spruce and cedar went aground 
when caught in a heavy wind in John- 
stone Straits. A radiotelephone call 
brought another ship to the rescue. So 
serious was the situation that had help 
arrived 10 minutes later than it did both 
ship and tow might have been lost. The 
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vessel was valued at $100,000 and the 
tow at $75,000. 

Tractors and machinery used in log- 
ging operations to the value of $15,000 
comprised the tow involved in a case 
reported by Mr. Ray J. Bicknell, of the 
Gulf of Georgia Towing Company Ltd. 
The of this threatened 
when the tug towing it had its propeller 
caught ina fishing net and was disabled 
at the mouth of the Fraser River. A 
telephone call to the company’s office 
in Vancouver brought another ship out 
to extricate the disabled vessel and tow 
it to Vancouver. 

Mr. Rufus W. Gilley, of the Monarch 
Towing and Trading Company Ltc., 
New Westminster, tells of a tug towing 
32 sections of logs (about 1,000,000 
feet), valued at about $10,000, becom- 
ing disabled at Porlier Pass. The skip- 
per telephoned to the company’s office 
in New Westminster for help, and the 
ship dispatched to the rescue took over 
the tow and brought it to its destina- 
tion safely. 


loss tow was 


The story of a telephone that kept 
working on a partly submerged ship is 


told by Mr. Frank Wrightson, of the 


Canadian Tugboat Company Ltd., 
Fraser Mills. Fogbound, a tugboat 


went aground in Canoe Pass and listed 
heavily. Although a large part of the 
ship was under water, the pilot house 
containing the telephone remained in 
the clear, so it was possible to maintain 
Another ship in the 
same vicinity rendered immediate aid, 
and telephone contact with the com- 
pany’s office brought a salvage ship 
which arrived the following night. Mr. 
Wrightson, who came along on the sal- 


telephone service. 


vage vessel, had the experience of tele- 
phoning to his wife from the disabled 
ship. 

The story of the saving of a log tow, 
valued at $15,000, when a tugboat be- 
came disabled off Point Upwood is also 
related by Mr. Wrightson. The call for 
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help was sent out by radiotelephone and 
a quick response resulted. 

Wind and a snowstorm threatened 
the loss of a $7,000 tow in Lewis Chan- 
nel, according to an incident related by 
Mr. Lloyd Gore, of Young & Gore. 
Radiotelephony brought tugs of Mr. 
Gore’s company and of the M. R. Cliff 
and B. C. Mills Towing Co. Ltd., which 
were also in Lewis Channel, to the 
rescue. 

Although ship-to-shore service was 
not involved, a radiotelephone call from 
a booming ground at Centre Bay was 
instrumental in saving two lives about 
a year ago, according to Mr. Douglas 
Coyle, of Pacific Coyle Navigation Com- 
pany Ltd. The day after the Centre 
Bay radiotelephone was in- 
stalled, a gasboat pulled in with two 
asphyxiated men aboard. The telephone 
was used to contact a doctor in North 
Vancouver and Mr. Howard Rogers, 
who has a speedboat at Horseshoe Bay. 
The men were rushed in the speedboat 
to Horseshoe Bay, where the ambulance, 
arranged for by the doctor, was waiting, 
and then they were taken to the North 
Vancouver General Hospital. Both men 


service 


recovered. 
—____—_o-#——__— 
Red Cross Appeal 

Tite Canadian Red Cross Society will 
shortly launch a national campaign to 
raise $9,000,000 by public subserip- 
tion in order to continue its work of 
merey. 

An appeal will be made to the public 
for funds because, if the Red Cross is 
to continue its efforts, it must depend 
on voluntary subscriptions. It cannot 
be financed by any belligerent govern- 
ment without violating the Geneva Con- 
ventions and endangering its Conven- 
tion privileges and immunities. It 1s only 
upon the basis of those privileges that 
the Red Cross is able to conduct. its 
international @ood works. 

There has been no Red Cross cam- 
paign since October, 1940. | 
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Voice [rails in Venezuela 


By Autax Woov Hunrer 


Two years ago Allan Wood (Al) Hunter, of 
Vancouver, gained the title of “one-man. tele- 
phone company” when he went to far off Liberia 
in West Africa to construct a telephone system 
with only native help. Last vear found our 
globe-trotting Al in Venezuela, and here he tells 
the story of his South American job.—Eprror. 


KEW years ago a moving picture 

of prehistoric times portrayed 

in life-hke realism huge mam- 
mals and what have you as they existed 
millions of years ago in what 
Venezuela. When I saw this picture, 
little did I think that I would someday 
be in the heart of that country doing 
telephone work. 


is now 


My job was for the Gulf Oil Corpora- 
tion, which has a tremendous project in 
drilling, piping and shipping oil from 


Globe-trotting Al Hunter, back home in Van- 
couver, working in the British Columbia Tele- 
phone Company's Fraser office, But Al is away 
again, this time on an eastern assignment, tak- 
ing with him Hugh Simpson and Gordon Mac- 
Donald, Photo by Dominion Photo Co, 





the interior and eastern part of Ven- 
out to the coast at Puerto la 
Cruz from where tt is taken by ships to 
other parts of the world. I installed a 
dial telephone system. As for din- 
osaurs, I saw only the skeleton of one 
taken from the asphalt lake in Trinidad 
and preserved in the museum at Port 
of Spain. 


ezuela 


In order to get to the field of action 
I left Vancouver for Chicago where, 
after a few days spent going over the 
specifications and discussion with the 
engineers, I entrained for New York. 
Upon arrival there it was arranged that 
I was to leave for Miami immediately 
where I would be taking a clipper plane 
and fly the rest of the way. 

I landed at Barcelona, one of the 
oldest settlements in the western hemi- 
sphere, where the remains of Spanish 
forts built as early as 1512 still stand. 
After an hour’s drive in a_ station 
wageon, I arrived at Puerto la Cruz. 


ooNM 
rt. 


ie following morning arrangements 
were made for driving to the centre of 
operations —the new-born city, San 
‘Tome, in the heart of the oil fields. 

At San Tome a 400-line automatic 
telephone system was to be installed, 
to be connected with a 200-line system 
to be installed at Puerto la Cruz. Con- 
nections were also to be made with the 
Standard Oil Company at San Juaquin, 
between San ‘Tome and Puerto la Cruz. 

Between the two terminals, two physi- 
cal circuits were erected on steel poles. 
By the use of voice frequency dialing, 
three channels available, with a 
simplex circuit for teletype operation 
which, with four machines, was installed. 


were 


I was handicapped by not speaking 
Spanish, so interpreters were necessary. 
However, I soon gained some knowledge 
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With Al Hunter in South America, (1) The telephone exchange at Puerto la Cruz, (2) Venezuelan 
lineman, (3) Caetus growing in the ruins of a Spanish fort, built in 1512. (4) Interior of the 
Barcelona telephone exchange. (5) Exterior of the Barcelona telephone exchange, 

All photos by Al Hunter. 


of the language and things went ahead 
in good time. 

After the completion of the San ‘Tome 
system, we moved to Puerto la Cruz and 
completed that system. 

When the time came for cutting the 
lines over to trunks for common use of 
the two systems, it was necessary for me 
to be back and forth between the three 
places practically each day, and, con- 
sequently, $50 miles of driving thrown 
in with a day’s work became quite regu- 
lar. ‘lo see parrots, wild pigeons, huge 
snakes and alligators was not uncom- 
mon on these trips. On one occasion it 
was necessary to fight two poisonous 
coral snakes off a pole where they had 
climbed. It took half an hour to drive 
them off so that a broken insulator 
could be changed. 


After eight months of interesting 
work, the job finished. 

Once in the United States it was only 
a matter of New York, Detroit, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Seattle and home again 
to Vancouver. 

pore aig gk aoe 
Telephone Heroines 
TELEPHONE supervisors at Portsmouth 
and Southampton have been awarded 
British Empire Medals (Civil Division) 
for their courage and devotion to duty 
and for setting a fine example. 

They are Miss Kva May Couzens, of 
299 Fearon Road, North End, Ports- 
mouth, and Miss Queenie Francis Smith, 
of Southampton. 

During air attacks on the areas in 
which they work, they have maintained 
an efficient telephone service. 
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In Our Sports World 





Bowling Club, Vancouver 


HAMPIONSHIP of the B. C. Tele- 
C phone Mixed Bowling League, 
; Vancouver, for the 1941-42 season 
went to the Jacks, captained by Bob 
Baillie. Other members of the winning 
group were Miss Addie Phillips, Miss 
Mona Bruce, Ed Boxer and Art Steph- 


enson. 


In second place were the Jumpers, 
piloted by Murray Manson, while finish- 
ing third were the Numbers, led by Kar] 


Haspel. 


Miss D. Renton was the top trundler 
in the ladies’ section with a season’s 
average of 202, while Eddie Rudston 
won individual honors in the male 


bracket with 242. 


Final individual averages follow: 


LADIES 
PLAYER AVE. PLAYER AVE. 
D. Renton ou... 202 M. Williamson ..... 143 
W. Mawer .........0... 178 M. Parks ..wuu..... 141 
A. Thompson ....... 178 BB. Cooper wu. 141 
E. Dickson ................. 178 K. Ross ow. 135 
J. Booth wow. 173 M. Warwick .......... 134 
J. Faulkner ............. 173 =J. Stopforth ......... 133 
R. Evans oe 164 = Kellett www. 131 
M. Hickey ................ 163 “OD. Fraser .................. 130 
M. McLean ............ 162 M. Bruce ......... 130 
D. Whiteley ............ 161 D. Howard ........... 127 
A. McDougall ....... 156 —«E.. Sunppton ............ 125 
R. Kalensky ......... 153A. Phillips ............... 125 
M. Clarke ................... 152 |G. Hanson ................ 118 
A. Matheson ......... 151 = R&R. Martin ow. 116 
A. Miller ww... 149 L. Townrow .......... 114 
W. Dakin ow. 148 I. Christieson ....... 118 
TSO y’ sessacscscsicscsess 47)—COd&Bj Purves... 111 
I. Manson... 146 G. Evans ou... 109 
J. Brand os 145 -V. Keyes we 107 
B. Senay ....0. 144 S, Milne ....... 104 
J. Wilson. .................... 143. ——-#H.. Neilson uuu... 101 
HIGH THREE HIGH SINGLE 
GAMES GAMES 
PLAYER AVE PLAYER AVE. 
D. Renton ...0000... 752 YD. Renton .............. 323 
M. Hickey ................. 717° ~=0M. Hickey ............ 314 
W. Mawer .............. 713° =D. Whiteley ............ 305 


A. Thompson ....... 708 


MEN 
PLAYER AVE. Prayer AVE 
KE. Rudston ............. 242) «L. Murray 168 
R. Baillie ou. 240 V. Roach wo... 168 
E. MeMillan .......... 206 3B. Newbold ............ 167 
M. Manson ............. 205 A. Nock oo. 165 
F. Perkins ............... 203 A. Stephenson ....... 165 
B. Deshaw ......0000..... 199 §$T. Tomer .................. 164 
B. Bowley. ............... 195 AH. Coffin wu. 164 
Aw Wall cies 1938 J. SIMS Lak 164 
B. Cumming .......... 193 OE. Boxer’ wu. 161 
H. Anderson .......... 191) A. SH 160 
ie SOBR e esgscicuicns 188 = K.. Cavalsky ............ 158 
L. Foulkes ............... 187 OK. SAmS wo. 158 
F. ‘Tremblay .......... 185 V. Valentine ........ 158 
J. Barker ............. 184 <A. McIndoe ............ 158 
D. Baxter ............... 180 RR. Owen wesc 157 
P. Bourget «00000... 178 =R. Docharty. ......... 155 
A. Preston wo, 178 R. Halford ........... 153 
Ge TYPO: iisisicccssca: 177,— ss G.. Downie ................ 152 
J. Borrie oo. 177.)—Ss*oJ. Hillier ou... 152 
K. Ordway ........00...... 177_— sé. Turley .................. 151 
S. Adkins 000000... 177s N. MacDonald ..... 15] 
K. Haspel ................. 175 ~=K. Milligan ........... 150 
Ge PUTA: sis 17500 OW. Sims wi. 143 
G. Coussens .............. 73 C. Price wc. 142 
J. Harkness ............... 172) OC. Seott wo... 14] 
W. Henderson .... 172)—S OV. Miller uc... 139 
J. Fursman ............ 172 C. Gunnlaugson ... 133 
H. Purdy .................. 169 G. Steel www. 131 
J. McMillan ............ 168 R. Miller ................ 128 
I. Halford ................. 168 
HIGH THREE HIGH SINGLE 
GAMES GAMES 
R. Baillie wou... 850 ~=séaiR. Baillie ................... 356 
E. Rudston ............. 836 G. Sear wo 352 
L. Foulkes ................. 821 E. Rudston ......... 338 
E. MeMillan ........... 804 L. Foulkes ................. 330 
—_—.6----__—___ 


Nanaimo Plant Men Hold Banquet 
THE annual banquet of the Nanaimo 
branch of the Electrical Employees’ 
Organization was held in the Hotel 
Malaspina on Saturday, March 21, 
with John Redford, the group presi- 


dent, officiating. 


The committee in 


charge consisted of Bert Rowbottom, 


J. Rowan 


and W. Vater. 


The pro- 


gramme consisted of songs by the two 
Denholms, father and son; a monologue 
by Bob Williams; a song by Hubert 
Dobinson; and stories by John Hough 


and Phil Creagh. 


Guests from other districts included: 


> 





ap Bs mr . . 2 
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Kamloops bowling champions. Members of the 
B.C. Telephone bowling team, who won the 
Dalgleish trophy in the finals of the ladies’ five- 
pin section of the City League. Left to right, 
beginning in front: Mrs. W. Grinrod (captain), 
Mrs. C. MacLaurin, Mrs. G. Ward, Miss EF. 
Cavazzi, Mrs. M. Brown, Miss M. Swift’ and 
Miss KK. Slack. On March 19 the players were 
quests at a dinner party given by BE. J. Davis, 
Namloops manager, 





Victoria—George Rafter, George Ku- 
lai, Dave Robertson, Alee McCormick, 
Verne Palliser, Chiff Bull and Bob Wil- 
liams. Vanecouver—kK. C. Wintemute, 
TT. Johnston, G. Linn, Les King, R. H. 
Milner, George Tyre, J. Loftus and L. 


MacDonald. 


~~ —“‘i‘“ 


B. C. System Soars to New 
Telephone Records 


As a result of steady growth during the 
first two months of 1942, the British 
Columbia Telephone Company — con- 
tinued to climb to new records in tele- 
phone totals. The system’s total of 
148,429 telephones on January 1 was 
then an all-time high, but by February 
1 this had swelled to 149,359, and by 
March 1 had reached 150,639. 
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Fifteen Years Ago 





(From TELEPHONE TauK, March, 1927) 

Tue new Vancouver-Victoria long- 
distance telephone circuits via the Gulf 
Island were formally opened for busi- 
ness at 10 a.m., March 10, when Mayor 
J.C. Pendray, of Victoria, and Mayor 
L. D. Taylor, of Vancouver, exchanged 
erectings over the lines. 

a * % 


A new. five-section P.B.X. switeh- 
board was installed in the Vancouver 
General Hospital. 

Ralph S. MacPherson, assistant to 
the local manager, Vancouver, was ap- 
pointed district commercial representa- 
tive at New Westminster, succeeding 
W. Chatwin, who resigned to enter an- 
other business. George Simpson, clerk 
in the local manager’s office, moved into 
Mr. MacPherson’s place, and he in turn 
was succeeded by Brian R. Bland, of the 
collection department, where the result- 
ing vacancy was filled by James R. 
Crawford, 

(From Te.erHoNe Tack, April, 1927) 
J. Ginrintax, Abbotsford plant man, 
turned out as a voluntary fireman when 
a blaze destroyed several business build- 
ines at Abbotsford on April 4. Harry 
Parlee went over from Langley to assist. 

The April issue of the Vancouver and 
Mainland Telephone directory was the 
largest telephone book in the company’s 
history to date, with 416 pages. The 
number of copies printed, also a record, 
was 85,000. Nearly 65 tons of stock 
were used, 

* &  # 

The Dominion Government’s tele- 
phone lines serving the Salmon and 
Slocan Valleys in the West Kootenay 
district were taken over by the British 
Columbia Telephone Company. 
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A telephone family in service. Left to right: Russ. Miller, 
of the switchboard construction department, Vancouver, 
now a member of the Veterans’ Guard; his daughter, 
Miss Lorrain, of the C.W.T.C. band: and his son, Pte. 


Hl. R. Miller, 


HOT OVECTSECUS, 


Dial Service, Traffic 


{ISS JEAN CRAWFORD has 
M resigned to take another posi- 
tion. A tea was given in her 
honor at the Georgia Club, where the 
staff presented her with a wrist watch. 
Bayview Traffic 
Trt Misses Lilyan Lucky, Marion Will- 
lamson and Josephine Cates have re- 
signed to be married. Miss Lucky was 
presented with a coffee table and lamp, 
Miss Cates with blankets and_ plates, 
and Miss Williamson with a silver tea 
service. 

A miscellaneous shower was held at 
the home of Mrs. William Bowman in 
honor of Miss Ruth Minorgan. The gift 
from the staff was a 67-piece dinner set. 

A son was born to Mrs. J. E. Fowler, 
formerly Miss Dorothy Adams, on 
March 25. 

Long Distance, Vancouver 


Miss Doris Mircney, supervisor, has 
resigned to be married. She became Mrs. 


Krank Lyons at a wedding 
ceremony held in St. George’s 
United Church on April 4. 

Miss Mitchell was the guest 
of honor at several farewell 
functions arranged by her 
friends. Miss Maude Kecleston 
was hostess at a cup and saucer 
shower attended by the senior 
staff and ex-toll operators. On 
behalf of the senior staff Miss 
Lila Boden, chief operator, pre- 
sented the bride-elect) with a 
coffee table. 

The staff held a miscellaneous 
shower, at which Miss Mitehell 
was presented with a silver tea 
service. 

On March 21, at Christ Church Ca- 
thedral, Miss Joyee Woods became the 
bride of Trevor Page. Honoring Miss 
Woods, a miscellaneous shower was held 
at which she was presented with a chest 
of flatware. 

Miss Margaret Willams, supervisor, 
resigned to become the bride of Sergeant 
Observer Thomas Rothery, R.C.A.F. 
The wedding ceremony was solemnized 
at St. Mark’s Church on April 15, with 
Mrs. A. Wilson (ree Agnes Dalgleish), 
a former toll operator, as matron-of- 
honor and Miss Billy Chase as brides- 
maid. Miss Willams was the recipient 
of a set of enamel kitchenware and a 
chest of flatware at a shower held in 
her honor. Mr. and Mrs. Rothery will 
reside in Halifax. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Dick Smith 
(nee Norma Smith) on the birth of a 
daughter, Karen Myrna. 

x #  & 
Fairmont Traffic 
Tue following operators have resigned 
to be married: The Misses Mary Collin- 


son, Margaret Suckling, Bertha John- 
son, Kathleen Bridger and Alice Calder. 
Showers were held at the Georgia Club 
for Miss Suckling and Miss Johnson, 
at which Miss Suckling was the recipient 
of a case of flatware and Miss Johnson 
a silver tea service. Miss Collinson re- 
ceived a flatware and Miss 
Bridger a silver tea service from the 
staff. 

Miss Doris Lawson has succeeded 
Miss Bertha Johnson as supervisor and 
Miss Kathleen Stephen has been made 
a senior operator. 

The Mabel Betts, Kathleen 
Gordon and Margaret Simpson have 
been transferred to Long Distance. Miss 
Minnie MacKay has been transferred to 
the Special Data division. 

Miss Mildred Lowe has been trans- 
ferred to Dexter. 


‘ase. of 


Misses 


* * # 
New Westminster Traffic 
Tite Misses Ruth Bond and Rhoda Wil- 


band resigned recently to be married. 
The gift of the staff to 
Miss Bond was a silver 
tea service, while Miss 
Wilband received a tea 
waggon and Coalport 
china figures. 

Highland Traffic 
Miss Ivy MacDownaup, 
a recent bride-elect, was 
presented with a silver 
tea service by the staff. 

At the home of Miss 
Rena Dorn a miscellan- 


cous shower was held in 
honor of Miss Elaine 
Blair, a March bride. 
The gift from the staff, 
presented by Miss Dor- 
othy Stowe, consisted of 
a tri-lite lamp and a cut 
glass cream and sugar. 

The Highland 


Soldiers’ Club sent an 
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Easter gift of hampers and tobacco to 
twelve men in service overseas, Whom this 
eroup have “adopted.” 
Miss Margaret Stone has been made 
a senior operator. 
a # He 
Alma Traffic 
A box of chocolates was received from 
a subscriber, Mrs. McMartin, in appre- 
ciation of work on an emergency call 
at 6 p.m, March 11. The call 
handled by the evening chief operator, 
Miss Jean Ramsay. <A subscriber for 
10 years, Mrs. McMartin said her serv- 
ice was always excellent but the care 
taken in handling this call warranted 


Was 


special recognition. 
Miss Constance Gover’s father passed 
away on March 1. 


Head Office, Vancouver 


Worp has been received that Miss Dor- 
othy Weldon, until recently of the head 
office staff, has taken a position in Tor- 
onto. 


ae -? 3 
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Members of the Ocean Falls operating staff, Left to right; Miss 
Katherine MelIntyre, agent; Miss Mildred Jemson, Miss Valerie 
Sutton, Miss Joyce Simon and Miss Paula Wali, Photo by Don 


Coltman. 
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Members of the office staff of the supplies department, gathered to bid good-bye to James Pratt, 
now in the R.C.LAF. Left to right: Aubrey Vaughan, Bert Bowley, Charlie Purdon, George 
Morrow, Fred Perkins, Michael Allen, Bert Weeks, Miss Mary MeWKirdy, Miss Evelyn Sumpton, 
James Pratt, Mrs. Myrtle Chambers, W. Clements, William Humble, Miss Vivian Diekson. Miss 
Dorothy Renton, Russell Halford and Jock Cadenhead. Photo by G. Karl Haspel. 


Miss Weldon left the company on 
March 14 and travelled east with the 
idea of working in one of the eastern 
cities and seeing a bit of the country. 

Before she left the girls of head office 
entertained for her with a handkerchief 
shower at the home of Miss Ardy Beau- 
mont. Farewell gifts included an Aecro- 
pack travelling bag and a black leather 
purse. The best wishes of the staff go 
with her on her new venture. 

poe ae ee 
B. Deshaw Joins R.C.A.F. 

Bernard Desuaw, of the Bayview 
maintenance staff, departed on March 
9 to enter the 
Riiswhya: ba: Peds 
leather toilet kit 
the farewell 
oift from the 
members of the 
Bayview, Lan- 
gara and Alma 
plant staffs. 
Norman Mac- 
Donald, Bayview 
wire chief, made 
the presentation. 


Wels 





Deshaw, 


Bernard 
of the R.C.A.F. 


now 


Valentine Tea for Mrs. Peard 
Mrs. Jean Prarp, retired head of the 
directory department, Vancouver, was 
the guest of company friends and mem- 
bers of her former staff at a Valentine 
Tea, held in the lounge of the Hotel 
Georgia, Saturday, February 14. Miss 
Westwood Mrs. Edith 
Hurst poured for the occasion, and 
Mrs. Peard was presented with a hand- 
bag by the assembly. A second guest 
at the Miss Heal, 
retired cashier. 


“annie and 


ten was Gertrude 


sles ee pa 

Jimmy Pratt in Air Force 
JAmMeés W. Prarr, a mem- 
ber of the clerical staff of 
the supplies department, 
and prominent in B. C. 
basketball circles, left in 
December to join the air 
force. On leaving he was 
presented with a corres- 
pondence set in a leather 





‘ase. Jimmy Was a mem- 
; iV. 


James 
Pratt. now of 


ber of Tooke’s basketball 


team for several years. the R.C.A.F. 


War Work of 
Toll Staff 


Miss 
FALCONER and 
Miss Irene Me- 


Sava ney 


AGNES 


have 
been re-elected 
president: and 
Seer en & ry 
treasurer, re- 
spectively, — of 
the Long Dis- 
War 
Club, 
Vancouver. 


Miss Maude Ke- 


tance 
Service 





cleston, Miss 

Pilot Officer Theos Lew! Evelyn Conway 

lo cer Theos Lewis, - a ee 

former central office and Miss Kay 

maintenance man, Prince- MacLeod com- 

fon, now on active service prise the woo] 

with the R.C.A.F. ; 

committee. 


Since the beginning of the year a 
parcel of 60 knitted articles has been 
sent to the Y.M.C.A. at Halifax to be 
distributed among members of the armed 
forces. A parcel of 23 knitted articles 
was also sent to Lieut. Patey, formerly 


of this company, for distribution among 


the men in his charge. 

Several gifts of cigarettes and candy 
have been sent to men in the Navy and 
Air Force overseas. 


A bundle of 35 knitted garments for 


babies and children has been sent to St. 
Christopher’s Hospital, Kent, England. 





“They Also Serve” 


Varied War Activities of 
Kamloops District Employees 





CHASE—The members of the staff give 
their services to the War Savings 
Committee and knit for the Red 
Cross. * *  & 

KAMLOOPS—The “One Cent a Day” 


Club, Kamloops and district offices, 
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have sent 94,400 cigarettes since 

April, 1940, amounting to $238.00, 

to men overseas. Many cards and 
letters of thanks have been received 
from recipients. 

The Weavers of Speech Knitting 
Club was organized and registered 
with the local branch of the Red 
Cross Society on November 15, 1941. 

Calots, children’s sweaters, sweater 
suits, turtle neck tuck-ins and socks 
have turned the Red 
Cross. * «*£ * 

KEREMEOS—-Staft assisting in making 
quilts for the Red Cross. 


been over to 


MERRITT—-Staff knitting and sewing 


for the Red Cross. 


oe oh 


PRINCETON —Staff knitting and sew- 


ing for the Red Cross. 
2k Do oh 


PRINCE GEORGE— Staff supporting 
Red Cross. 





Heman 
maintenance man, Princeton, now with a Cana- 
dian unit overseas. 


Charles Groat, former central office 
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Vancouver Island 





Victoria Traffic 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY motif 
A was carried out in the decora- 
tions for the surprise shower 
which the girls of the traffic depart- 
ment gave in honor of Miss Vera Wood- 
ley, of the local staff. 

Arrangements for the party were 
made by the Misses Margaret Brink- 
man, Joey Duncan, and Dorothy Scott. 
The rooms were artistically decorated 
with spring flowers and the guest of 
honor was presented with a huge Irish 
bowler hat containing the many and 
varied gifts. 

After the gifts had been displayed 
the guests adjourned to the dining room 
where a daintily arranged buffet supper 
was served, from a “LT”? shaped table, 
centred with two large bowls of daffo- 
dils and heather. Green and_ white 
streamers from the chandelier’ were 
caught to the corners of the table com- 
pleting an attractive setting. About 
forty-five guests enjoyed a very pleas- 
ant evening. 

A pretty wedding was solemnized at 
the Chureh of Our Lord, on Mareh 17, 
when Vera, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawn Woodley, and Leading Air Crafts- 
man Jack Sargent, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Sargent, were united in marriage, 
the Rev. Bird officiating. 

A reception was held at the home of 
the bride’s parents, after which the 
happy couple left for Belleville, Ontario, 
where they will make their future home. 

eae * @ 

Commercial-Revenue Accounting, 

Victoria 
S. G. Conner, who has been recorder 
of the Victoria revenue accounting de- 
partment for the past 17 years, was 
presented with a Sheaffer pen and pencil 


set on the occasion of his leaving to join 
the army on active service. 

Miss Marie Stubbs was honored re- 
cently by her associates at the home 
of Miss Alice Findler, 5381 William 
street. The guest of honor was  pre- 
sented with a corsage of sweet peas and 
a coffee table from the assembled guests. 

As a parting gift from the staff, she 
was presented with a silver coffee service. 

Miss Stubbs was married at St. Luke’s 
Church, Cedar Hill, on March 14, to 
Les Whitlaw. The couple now reside in 
Vancouver. 

Miss Una Wakelin was honored re- 
cently by her associates at the home 
of Miss Pat Wilson, Beach Drive. The 
guest of honor was presented with Ken- 
wood blankets and a corsage of red roses 
and white carnations from the assembled 
guests. 

As a parting gift from the staff she 
received an Irish linen table cloth and 
serviettes, 

Miss Wakelin was married at St. 
Barnabas’ Church on April 6 to Edward 
Dalton, of Vorrance, California. 

at oa ot 


Parksville 


Miss Mitprep Parks, combination oper- 
ator, who resigned on February 8, 
was the guest of honor at a party given 
by members of the Parksville staff in 
the Orange Hall. 

On behalf of the members and friends, 
Mr. Morgan, of the plant department, 
presented the guest of honor with a 
gold wrist watch, wishing her the best 
of luck in the future. He spoke of the 
happy relations between her and _ all 
employees during her twelve years of 
service. 

Games and contests provided enter- 
tainment for the evening. Later supper 


was served in the adjoining room on 
tables artistically arranged with spring 
flowers. 
Ea r * 

Chemainus 
Prior to her marriage, Miss Margaret 
Eberts was the guest of honor at a 
miscellaneous shower given by the Misses 
Pearl Eastman, Rose Crueil, Edith 
Deeble, Rene Crucil and Mrs. Naylor, 
at Miss Crucil’s home, recently. 

The gifts were arranged under a 
miniature army tent with flag and 
shamrock decorations. After the gifts 
had been displayed a dainty supper was 
served from a table attractively ar- 
ranged with vases of daffodils. 


Guests included Mesdames Eberts, L. 
Dyer, Kenneth Cathey, J. 


Plester, E. 
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Korsnal, L. Jansch, F. Crueil, J. R. 


Underwood, and Miss M. Simmonds. 
The marriage of Margaret Marion, 
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T. W. 
Kberts, Chemainus, to Seret. Gilbert 
George Brett, Ist Bn. Irish Fusiliers 
(V.R.) C.A., son of Mr. and Mrs. Brett, 
Vancouver, was solemnized on Satur- 
day, March 28, at Calvary Baptist 
Chureh, Rev. Dr. F. W. Dafoe officiat- 
ing. Miss Jacqueline Mberts, sister of 
the bride, was her only attendant. ‘The 
groom was supported by Sergt. Ian 
Sutherland, also of the Irish Fusiliers. 
The ushers were Sergt. T. A. Timbrell, 
and Mr. ‘Il’. Jansch, cousin of the bride. 
The bride and groom left later for 
a honeymoon on the Mainland, after 
which they will reside in Vancouver. 





More Praise for Kamloops Issue 


URTHER letters have been re- 
H caived by EK. J. Davis, the 

pany’s district manager at Kam- 
loops, complimenting us on the Novem- 
ber-December issue of TreELEPHONE 
‘Tank, the pictorial section of which was 
devoted to the Kamloops district. Ex- 
cerpts from some of these letters follow: 


Coll 


“IT rinp these publications very inter- 

esting and informative, and I was par- 

ticularly pleased with this edition. Your 

choice of scenes was particularly good, 

and gives a splendid picture of Kam- 

loops and the surrounding country.” 
—Roprertr H. Carson, M.L.A., 

Victoria. 


“Last summer I spent six rapturous 
weeks in that beautiful province of 
yours and it came as a delightful sur- 
prise to see, pictorially, some of these 


Bouquets in Our Mail bag 





places I had the pleasure of visiting 
during my sojourn there.” 
—W. iE. Hurcuines. 


ate 
at 
+e 


“Tite pictures of this district are ex- 
cellent and convey il splendid idea of 
the many and diversified resources of 
our country.” 

—H. L. 


Kamloops. 


’ 
FEWINGs., 


ate 
oe 
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Pik issue has aroused a great deal 

of favorable comment and is, I assure 

you, very much appreciated.” 

—Wi.itiam H. Gurney, 
Principal, Jumor-Senior High 
School, Kamloops. 


“THE fine illustrations, the ex- 
cellent quality of the paper and_ the 
splendid arrangement of this Kamloops 
edition of your booklet can’t help but 


very 
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bring our city and district some very 
high class publicity.” 
—S. J. Smirn, President, 
Kamloops Board of Trade. 


ot 3 ue 


“Titese copies of your magazine have 
proved to be of very great interest... 
and I wish to compliment your company 
on the excellence of the reproduction of 
the photography shown.” 
—S. M. Cosirer, Secretary, 
Royal Inland Hospital, Kamloops. 
% ae Dad 
“Your company is certainly to be con- 
gratulated on putting out such a fine 
book, and it should have the effect of 
creating a lot of interest in the B.C. 
country.” 
—M. J. Bet, JR., 
Bell Lumber & Pole Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn., U.S.A. 


* % + 


“T nave pleasure in extending to you 
the thanks of all our members.” 

Ii. L. Suums, Secretary, 
Rotary Club of Kamloops. 





* * 
“Tue B. C. Telephone Company is 
to be congratulated on the top-notch 
publicity it has given Kamloops in the 
Novy.-Dec. issue of TeLerHone TALK.” 
Joun A. InNcGram, Secretary, 
Kamloops Kinsmen. 





* # * 

“CONGRATULATIONS and thanks 

You might be interested to know that 

I have forwarded the copy to my son 

in South America.” 

Jas. R. Couey, Sheriff, 
Kamloops. 





—_—__-¢—_____— 


Red Cross Appeal for Blood Donors 
Brings Big Response 
Hrapep by Cyril B. Diplock, general 
manager of the British Columbia ‘Tele- 
phone Company, whose body still bears 
bits of shrapnel received in the first 








men 
blood donors re- 
ported at the Red Cross clinic in Van- 
couver, February 25, and gave four- 
fifths of a pint of blood each to aid the 
Alhes. 

A second group of donors from the 
telephone ranks visited the clinic on 
March +, the response having been so 
ereat it the 
group. 


Great War, about 60. telephone 


who volunteered as 


Was necessary to divide 

In addition to Mr. Diplock, there 
were a number of other first World War 
veterans among the donors from the 
Telephone Company. One of the group, 
William Britland, of the company’s 
building department, has given three 
sons to the Royal Canadian Air Force, 
one of whom has paid the supreme sac- 
rifice. 

Organization of the Telephone Com- 
pany’s blood donors was handled by 
A.S. Vince, of the publicity department. 





Providing living quarters for war workers in 
Prince Rupert is a rush job, so when a 140- 
pair cable got in the way of a men’s dormitory 
being erected at the northern port, the builders 
went ahead anyway, leaving the cable running 
through the roof, as shown in the photograph. 
Ultimately the cable was placed underground. 





Statement of Development, March 1, 


No. of Tels. 


British Columbia Telephone Co. 


No. of Tels, 


Jan. 1, 1941 Jan, 1, 19 

PURSE SING) risa s owe ee ee ROS $17 
PE, EE RON ME MEERA 153 158 
a 2 () 256 
Aldergrove 7s 74 
Balfour 10 11 
FIBTINOUES aciches, sxsanienmusn mona 217 265 
Bridge River Mines 119 119 
Chase 38 37 
EVO RITERT TAVIS: ccceaccecsonvoicenntcnsrcanmisononic 423 326 
STI MR bt cor kane eth eee oscil 5638 595 
CIODOIE BAD sauscessssscunacakestetcaccemciimmua tates 226 234 
Colquitz B95 126) 
Courtenay S11 877 
Cumberland 316 303 
Dunean Lge 1.378 
ET fe Ee 2Ol 218 
Golden 54 5S 
CEPT: (ON sense ee i ur ene 257 256 
EAT@GTIWVOOCE Suse 17 t2 
LSE ULCT L172). Sec mma am iat aed aaaianpainaniataiil 204 214 
Haney L7H 50] 
DFU) kg ae ee ee ee ae Ho 73 
TSIVGRINGVE — esccscissessssssmccnasvesmsnouainistansusceuapesiteacs s] 79 
Kamloops 1.957 2.0048 
Kaslo 72 72 
BC REIIE |< - sscesccrepassmsmmampianeesenaenen 2S5 318 
[ETS Ue) 0° 5 eR a aR aR (1 08 
ate ae 142 405 
EO VENNERR: scsseccisaccrcisicsiesseatscttbseneuaaspniisnliiatcotascecemsibediealt 450 309 
ECRBIOW) wccisismiscssmcennstcaemacias 541 5s 4 
Mayne Island 1s iz 
1h (2 a La Sh sours erties rR ea 171 rea 
Nakusp __ ...........0 32 $8 
ENS Ve OO AEA ELT LOOTED > 449 2 08 
Nelson _... 1.85 1.086 
ONY PDO DVOR  cascauiiicisicccssainarauretnsaiiicctsansicssete 67 7 
NOW PYVESUIINSLO? ancnanenudanaucuuneuns 5.740 GIS] 
North Vancouver oo... 3.311 3.000 
Oliver —— 1O4 IS 
Parksville .. ool 247 271 
REESE AME EMODINE issn seu cicrecchinsbaswateracicnbrinnceest oti die sessts 1.6387 1.425 
Port Coquitlam. ........ 197 207 
Port Moody 16 Is 
BT ITICRUITD akc tourer 154 a6 
PEAGUSINIEDEDCL ae at 1070 
Rock Creek ea) 42 
Rossland $000} 131 
SIGNEYV™ nc 102 333 
Sooke ‘1 {s 
Trail 2.341 2.529 
Vancouver SO.461 RG,220 
TO Re FaN ea cerceseccrosdionsseoormnernsiseiaamecacisatalnaietnaastincsa 19.907 21.766 
West Vancouver 2.038 2 $24 
ig LED LAS, ARRIETA NIE INES RO ENS 10 1 
TRON SLUEAOPAR: csicikccécsacacenasseonsauatecsccs is ibisodealderesasbsieelanlasuasa 512 516 


Totals 
Telephones Ltd.. 


Kootenay 3 aba Co, Ltd. 
Cranbrook 
Creston 
Fernie 
Kimberley 
Michel 
Toll Stations 


Chilliwack 


Totals 
North-west Telephone Co. 
Campbell River 


RESTA Y Saeed BET sini cnnccots cosieceamnnsunnceitadieeinmneeccacnvntmneeie 
POWELL SRREV OL cvsiscsacascosescocssssseuescane 
Prince George 


Toll Stations 


Totals 


Mission ‘Telephone Co. L.td.. | 


Totals for above companies ..... 
January 1, 


(Gain from 


Connecting companies in B. C. “s 
Totals including connecting companies. 


Operated from Kamloops, 





153.706 





1.10 1.198 
15 195 
214 P30) 
oe 19] 205 
Ish 218 
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1942 
No. of Tels, 
Feb. 1, 1942 
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10 
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No. of Tels. 
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120) 
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8? 
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267 
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1.883 
364 
150,639 


8.750 
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Give... 
To Relieve 
_ Human 
Suffering! 

Support 


the Red Cross — 
Campaign!£ 7 
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